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Responding to Trials

James 1:2-3
Introduction:

Question: Is James writing to believers or unbelievers?
Answer: He calls them brothers 15 times.

“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.”

I.  Trials are Inevitable
A. Trials will come Without Fail
What are your expectations? Some are realistic, some are not: Everything is going to be rosy “I never promised you a rose garden”.
James says, “when” not “if” you fall.  Like death and taxes – trials will come

Job 5: 7

“Yet man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward.”
John 16:33

“In the world you will have tribulation…”
Acts 14:22

“We must through many “θλίψεων” tribulations enter the kingdom of God. So much for the health, wealth and stealth approach.
We are no longer of the world, but we are still I the world. We are in a fallen society everything wears out breaks down from bodies to buildings. Also – we make bad decisions- cause and effect takes over reaping and sowing.
      Then we realize that being a Christian really makes life harder in some ways.
B. Trials will come Suddenly
“We will FALL into temptation” - περιπατέω
1.  The First Idea of this Word is to be Surprised -
You walk along and fall into a hole one moment you are vertical. The next moment you are horizontal.
John 10:30

“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.”
2.  The Second Idea of this Word is to be Surrounded - 
Not just one trial - 
· Car won’t start
· Slip and break your arm
· You get a pink slip from work

Like Morton’s salt: When it rains it pours - 
· Roof leaks and the chimney leans

· Got a hole in my old blue jeans
· That’s the last of the pork and beans

· Life gets tedious don’t it

SUDDENLY you are surrounded by trials.
C. Trials will come in Variety – “ποικίλοις”
”divers” (KJV) – the old form of our word is diverse. It has the idea of many colored.
 Trials come in many colors

· Financial color

· Physical color

· Emotional color

Each has his own combination of trials

Ever envy someone? I’d like to trade places with him? His trials may be disguised by him. You don’t know in any case – his trials won’t fit you and yours won’t fit him.

II. Trials are Invaluable
A. A Non-Biblical Viewpoint

1. This trial is not right – Why me?

2.  This trial is totally useless
3.  God is unfair – Look at all the really bad people

B. A Biblical Viewpoint

 A trial is a test. Did you take tests in school? They are a necessary part of learning. These tests are more important than in either high school or college.
We are in God’s School - 

· The Bible is the textbook
· The Holy Spirit is the teacher
· Life’s circumstances (trials) are the tests
That won’t make us look forward to the tests. They won’t be any more fun. But, it will help us to bear them knowing that they are intended by God for our spiritual good.

III. Trials are Manageable
James gives us four keys to enable us to learn from our trials - 
A.  Maintain a Postive Attitude
1. What should we do Under Trial? - Count
When I say positive I’m not saying the same thing as Robert Schuller or Joel Osteen or Norman Vincent Peale. Not that what they say is wrong, it’s just that they are giving application without any revelation or interpretation.
They look for an emotional response. James is looking for a mental response.

He says count “ἡγέομαι” - it pure joy! The word count – make a mental evaluation of the trial.

Two uses of that word will help us here:

Phil. 2:3

“in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.

Phil 3:7
“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.”
Because of Who is sending it and what He intends to accomplish through it. Count the worth of the trials to be of spiritual value:

· Present Spiritual Value

Further His work in our lives

Make us more like Christ

Teach us spiritual lessons

Give us more compassion for the hurting

· Eternal Spiritual Value
2 Cor. 4:16-17
“Therefore we do not lose heart.  Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
Count it to be joy from the root rejoice. Not stoic resignation – a forced smile. Not saying be joyful for it but be joyful in it. Don’t commit mental suicide

2.  What We should Know Under Trial

Dobson “Emotions – Can You Trust Them? No you can’t

In a trial, emotions can tell you that God is not there – He doesn’t care - He’s mad at you - He is punishing you. Emotions can make an unbeliever out of you. No, feelings follow faith. Faith rests on what you know to be true, not on what you feel.

3.  What is Happening to Us During Trials - The testing of your faith.
The idea is of a refining – like metals. They put gold in the fire to test or purify it.  Peter uses that figure with this word,
“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the trial of your faith, though it be tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom, having not seen, you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,” (1 Peter 1:6-8)
4.  What it will Produce in Us – Endurance 
ὑπομονήν - hupomone – patience - to remain under – to endure
How does God develop our faith?

                  By the Word
                  His gifts of grace
                  But He also uses trials
We are in a race – we need endurance – “Let us run the endurance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1)
